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Value, and

Instrumental

Value

To be valuable is to be worthy of a pro-attitude (e.g,, approval,
desire, choice, etc.). Le., to be valuable is to be objectively choice-
worthy.

Intrinsic value: good for its own sake or as an end in itself;

good in virtue of its internal features. (Ronnow-Rasmussen,

2015, 30)

Extrinsic value: good in virtue of some external relation or
teature. (Rennow-Rasmussen, 2015, 30)

Instrumental value: good as means to some valuable end.
Feldman: the standard characterization of instrumental value is

that something has it if that thing is useful to obtain something
else which is intrinsically valuable. (2005, 380-81)




What 1s knowledger

Propositional knowledge is (at least)
justified, true belief. To know a
proposition, three conditions must hold:
(a) one believes the proposition (i.e.,
accepts it as true); (b) the belief is true

beliet has adequate justification (e.g;,
relevant evidence, experience). (Plato,

Theaetetus, ca. 369 B.C., Meno, ca. 385 B.C.)

(i.e., corresponds with reality); and (c) the

.

Propositional knowledge differs from
know-how (e.g., how to make coffee) and
from knowledge by acquaintance (e.g.,

what a lemon tastes like).




e Value of
Propositional
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The Meno Argument. since knowledge is intrinsically better than
true belief, knowledge is intrinsically valuable

Aristotle (Metaphysics, Book 1, Part 1), Frankena (1973, 87-88),
Chisholm (2005, 172), others affirm knowledge as a basic
intrinsic value

G. E. Moore’s Isolation Test (1903)

Omniscience

The Curiosity Test

The Preferred Life Test
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Switt’s Gulliver’s Travels: the Laputans

The “Cui bono?” question (Who benefits?
What’s the use? Is knowledge merely a

tool?)

Students, employers, politicians?

Others?
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| Knowledge is a universal and
| intrinsic human value — good as
o Why such, good for and accessible to all
; | persons. Knowledge is znc/usive in
| mpofr tant? | this respect.
Epistemic
InChlSiVity | Knowledge 1s not merely
| instrumental; that would make its
value exclusive (1.e., useful only for
. those who use it).




Conclusion

Suppose a student asks: why should I learn your subject? What
are some answers we might give?




Reterences

*  Aristotle. Metaphysics. The Internet Classics Archive: Date of Access: March 12, 2021.

*  Chisholm, R. (2005). Objectives and Intrinsic Value. In T. Ronnow-Rasmussen & M. Zimmerman (Eds.), Recent Work on Intrinsic 1V alue. (pp.
171-180). Springer.

*  Feldman, F. (2005). Basic Intrinsic Value. In T. Rennow-Rasmussen & M. Zimmerman (Eds.), Recent Work on Intrinsic Valne. (pp. 379-400).
Springer.

*  Frankena, W. (1973). Ethics. Prentice Hall.

*  Montag, A. (2018, February 21). Mark Cuban says studying philosophy may soon be worth more than computer science—here’s why. CNBC.

*  Moore, G. E. (1903). Principia Ethica. The Project Gutenberg,

*  Roennow-Rasmussen, T. (2015). Intrinsic and Extrinsic Value. In 1. Hirose and J. Olson (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Value Theory. (pp. 29-43).
Oxford University Press.

*  Stratford, M. (2015, November 11). In GOP Debate, Rubio Again Criticizes Philosophy. Insider Higher Ed.



http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/metaphysics.1.i.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/02/20/mark-cuban-philosophy-degree-will-be-worth-more-than-computer-science.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/53430/53430-h/53430-h.htm#ToC
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2015/11/11/gop-debate-rubio-again-criticizes-philosophy

